
Dr. Ramiro Berardo, Associate Professor, and Dr. Joseph Campbell, Lecturer, in the School of 
Environment and Natural Resources at Ohio State University completed an Ohio Water Resources Center 
funded project via the Ohio Water Resources Center’s “Time Critical” Research Request for Proposals. 
The film titled “And Water for All. A documentary on water access and affordability in Ohio” aimed 
to educate a broad audience about the challenges to building and maintaining the costly infrastructure 
needed to deliver clean water to all Ohioans, analyze the causes of the affordability crisis in rural and 
urban settings and facilitate a nuanced, non-partisan discussion about viable ways to address the Ohio 
water affordability crisis in future decades. 

Across the nation, rates charged for 
drinking water, sewer management 
and stormwater services continue to 
increase, placing a heavy burden on 
families and communities who lack 
the financial capacity to face these 
costs. In Ohio, affording water and 
sewer bills continues to be a 
pressing issue. Drs. Berardo and 
Campbell created a 55-minute 

educational documentary to discuss these 
challenges by highlighting the views of a wide range of stakeholders, including urban and rural residents 
of the state, policymakers from the two major political parties, members of environmental NGOs, public 
utilities representatives and academics. 

Dr. Berardo co-directed the film with Kirk Mason, owner of the Columbus-based filming company 
Mason Productions, and it was executive produced by Dr. Campbell. It was filmed with top-of-the-line 
video equipment including Canon and Panasonic cameras, Zoom H5N audio recorders, Sennheiser boom 
and lavalier microphones and Neewer and Aputure 
light systems. “And Water For All” includes a 
variety of interviews, b-roll shots and infographic 
and animations produced during the editing 
portion of the project with Adobe Premiere Pro 
and Adobe After Effects. The documentary 
debuted on March 22, 2022 (World Water Day) at 
Ohio State’s Environmental Professionals 
Network breakfast program and was followed by a 
community screening and discussion at Studio 35 
in Columbus. The film is currently available for 
free on YouTube and will be used in multiple 
undergraduate and graduate classes at Ohio State 
University.  

Researcher Profiles: Dr. Berardo has been conducting water-related research since the mid-2000s both in 
the U.S. and Latin America. He received his doctorate in Political Science from Florida State University 
and focuses his research on understanding how complex governance systems operate. Dr. Campbell is the 
director of the Environmental Professionals Network, and his research focus is on the balance between 
community development and natural resource management. He received his doctorate in Rural Sociology 
from The Ohio State University. 

Figure 1. Interview at the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District. 

Figure 2. Premiere of "And Water For All' at the 
Environmental Professionals Network breakfast program. 


